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Germany and in other parts of the world, it
is quite possible to happen here. There Are
just As many lamp-posts and just as strong
ropes in Australia, and men cannot be per-
petnally starved or goaded into submission
by the cutting off of means of nourishment
from them and their families. The Gov-
emninent have to learn their lesson. Not that
I think whatever action they take will save
their lives, or the life of the system which
is practically dead.

'Mr. Lamnbert: You mean their political
lives?

Mr. JONES: Yes.
The Minister for Works: Now we breathe

again.
Mr. ' JONES. The present Government

have to administer affairs in the interests
of the combines, employers' federation;, and
Chambers of Commerce of this State. That
is their function.

Mr. Angelo: And yours for the Trades
Hall unions.

Mr. JONES: Yes, I do a little propa-
ganda for them because they represent the
brains and bulk of the community. The
wore the Government allow industrial un-
rest to grow, the more they permit discon-
tented and dissatisfied men to be toiling in
the various corners of the, State, 'tbe more
harmn they are doing to the cause in which
they are working. I suggest that the gold-
fields trouble should be settled right now.
I suggest it is the only way in which they
can avert temporarily the coming -revolution.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna): I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.
Amend meut (No-confidence) put and' a

division taken with the following result:-
Ayes .. 11
Noes .. 22_

Majority against .. 1

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angwln
Obesson
Collier
Green
Jones
Lambort

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Broun
Mr. Brown
Mr. Davies
Mr. Draper
Mr. Durace
Mr. George
Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hickmott
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Johnston

Ayrs

Mr.
1Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

MrE.

Lutoy
Troy
Walker
Willcook
Munsee

(Telzer.)

Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Money
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Pilkington.
Mr. Robinson
Mr. Scadden
Mr. S tubbs
Mr. Thomson
Mr. Wilimot
Mr. Hardwick

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin): 'I

move-
That the debate be adjourned.
[4]

Motion put and a division
following result-

Ayes
Noes

Majority

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Broun
Mr. Davies
Mr. Draper
Mr. flurack
Mr. Foley
Mr. George
Mr. Griffitba
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hickwoott
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Johnston

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angwin
Brown
Chesson
Collier
Green
Jones
Lambert

taken with the

* . . .. 23
12

for . . 1

Ayns.
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Money
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Pilkington.
Mr. Robinson
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Wilimot
Mr. Hardwick

(Teller.)

NES..

Mr.,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.

Liftay
Troy
Walker
Wilicoek
Munsie

(Teller.)

Motion thus passed.

House adjourned at 928s p,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and -read prayers.

QUESTION-SOLDIER, SETTLEMENT,
PASTORAL LANDS.

Hon. 3 . MILLS asked the Minister' for
Education: Will the Government exercise the
powers conferred on the Minister for Lands
under Section 30, Subsection 2, of the Land
Act Amendment Act, 1917,' and, for the pur-
Poses of Soldier Settlement, reserve from fur-
ther leasing to pastoralists all land within 50
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miles of a railway or' coastline, the extended
leases not having yet been issued?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: The question is- receiving considera-
tion.

QUESTION-LANDS CLASSIFICATION.
flon. H1. CARSON asked the Minister for

Education: 1, Have the Lands Department
finished thie classification of the lands in the
Avon Valley? 2, If so, what was the cost of
the work? 3, Is it the intention to have sini-
lar classification for other parts of the State?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yea. 2, £6,208 19s. 14. Area classi-
fied 2,563,241 acres. 3, Not at present; every
surveyorcwill be needed for other work.

BILL-SUPPLY, £1,561,500.
Standing Orders Suspension.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch-East):- I move-

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable a Sup-
ply Bill to be t aken into consideration be-
fore the Address-in- reply is adopted, .and
passed through all its stages in one sitting.
Question put and passed.

Second Reading.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.

H. P. Colebatch-East) in moving the second
reading said: The purpose of this Bill is to
cover the requirements of the-State for the
first three months of the current financial
year; that is, unfil the 30th September next.
In estimating the amounts required on the
various accounts the practice has been to
take one-fourth of ]sst year's expenditure;
that is to say, Consolidated Revenue, one-
fourth of £3,407,000, equalling £8510,000 -
Gendral Loan F'und, one-fourth of £1,395,000,
equalling £350,000; one-fourth of the Gov-
ernient Property Sales Account expenditure
of £2185,000, equalling £47,000, and one-fourth
of the Lands Improvement Account expendi-
ture of £E58,000, equalling £14,500. Further,
there is, to cover temporary advances ma~de
on the public account, a sum of £5300,000.
The Bill is the usual Supply Bill introduced
at the beginning of the session, and it is the
intention that before this period of three
months has expired, the Annual Estimates of
revenue and expenditure shall be submitted
to Parliament, in the consideration of which
Estimates ion, members will have an oppor-
tunity of dealing with the finances of the
State generally. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. A. SANDEEBON (Metropolitan.-Sub-
urban): I am well aware that it would be .
unusual, and per~haps considored unseemly, to.
initiate on this Bill a discussion .on finance;
and I do'not. propose to do so. But I do

.propose to ask hon. members whether they
w'Ih first of all to understand, and secondly
to control, publicexpenditure. That is the
question I ask bon. -members to consider. I

say that under the procedure which is pro-
posed by this Bill -we shell have no oppor-
tunity during this session either of under-
standing or, much less, controlling public ex-
p~enditure. I beg to remind hon, members of
the words nied by the leader of this House
when he first took charge of it, three years
ago, in 1916. This is what the hon. gentle-
man said-

The intention of the present Government
in regard to finances is to-restore. full Par-
liamentary authority. I think I could not
express our policy in that respect atny
better if I spoke for half an hour. We
desire in all things to restore the authority
of Parliament.

The hon. gentleman said that three times.
In every respect it is the desire of the Gov-
ernment to restore the authority of Parlia-
ment in dealing with the finances.

That is pretty clear. Even the mian in the
street: could understand that statement. But
what happenedl I am going to take lest
session. I do rot wish to initiate a discus-
sida of the finances on this Bill, and I hope
no one else is going to do so, but I do sa-y
that now is the time for us to take counsel
together to see how we are going to get this
Parliamentary control over the finances of
which the leader. spoke three years ago. This
is what the hont. gentleman said last session,
OIL the 28th August, when introducing a Sup-
ply Bill. Let me say at once that I am not
making any charge against the bon. gentle-
man of deliberately intending to maislead the
House. First of all, it would not be in ordekr
to make such a charge; and secondly, if it
were possible to do so in your presence, Mr.
President, I would not do it. But I do con-
toAd-anid this can hardly be contradicted-
that by- not looking ahead a little, by not
considering the circumstances of the case,
the leader of the House is compelled, and
compels us, to do things which it would be
very much better if we did not do., On the
28th August, I say, be moved a Supply Bill
and not in a speech of two or three minutes,
as is proper in ordinary circumstances, but
in a speech which occupies nearly a couple
of pages of "Hansard.- In the course of
that'speeh. he said-

The debate on the Address-in-reply is the
opportunity to deal with finane-

That is perfectly true.
and finance in detail will be placed before
Parliament in the form of the Annual Es-
timates within a very few weeks.

That is on the 28th August, 19118. Now, to
go onL with the story, wve reach the 30th Oc-
tober, 1918, and this is what the bon. gentle-
man said then-

When I introduced the first Supply Bill
earlier in the session, it wits anticpated
that the consideration of the Estimates
would be completed by the end of the
present month, and, consequcutly, the
amount of supply asked for was only suffi-
cient to carry on till October. It is now
clear that the Estimates will not be com-
pleted until sums tine next month.
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-That would be November.
Consequently, a Bill is necessary to pro-
vide f or one month's supply.

'Up to that point everything was in some
kind of order. But what came next? This
Ui the point I wish to entiphasise, both here
-and outside, that the Appropriation Bill
came down on the 20th December at 20
minutes past 12 at night and was finished
-at 3.14 a=m. The Loan Bill, for three-
quarters of a million, came down at 3.I4 a.m.
'That'is practically all the control we had
over the finances of the ceunry.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: But you ran away and
deserted me that night.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I did so ddibe-
tely. I said I was not going to do business
under those conditions, and I went home to,
bed-a very proper tbing to do. In the same
cireumstanees I shall do exactly the same
thing again. I feel eduvinced that hon.
members wish, and I hope they are deter-
mined, to stop this kind of thing. One of
the reasons for our financial positioni that
we do not understand it and have not time
to uinderstand. it. One cannot get a grip of
it between 12 o'clock midnight and 4 o'clock
in the morning. Unless a, protest is mondo
in clear terms to the Government, we shell
have very much the samqe experience again.
It is neetssnry that we should take control of
the finances; of the State, as the Government
have signally failed to control the position.
This is neither the time nor the place to out-
line the suggested plan of campaign which I
hope to put before members *later. On this
question of finance, here is an opportunity,
not to discuss the policy or the administra.-
tion. of the Governmet-beeanse, as the
leader of the House has said, the Govern-
ment must have the money, and this is net
the timne for a, financial disensslon-but it is
the time to tell the Government that this
Chamber is determined thin session to see
that n~bmbers and the outside public have the
fullest opportunity of discussing and fully
understanding the financial position. When
we have done that, I feel it is highly prob-
able that we shall be able to take control of
the affairs of the State.

The MINIISTER FOR EDUCATION (R1on.
H1. P. Colebatch-East-in reply): I en-
tirel agree with almost everything Mr. San-
derson has said. I can only assure him that
the Colonial TreaLsurer is doing everything
that is possible to have the Estimates ready
at the earliest moment.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

CKArRIIAN OF COMMITTEES,
ELECTION.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P.. Colebath-East):- I move-

That you do now leavve the Chair fcr the
purpose of considering the Bill in Com-
mittee;, and that the Hon. J, F. Allen do
take the Chair as Chairman of Committees.

The HONORARY MINISTER (HIon. 0. P
Baxter-East) : I second the motion.

Question put and passed.
H lon. 3. -P. ALLEN (West) I desire

through you, Sir, to thank hon. members for
the honour conferred upon me in appointing
me Chairman of Committees.

In Committee, etetera.
Bill passed through Committee without de-

bate,- reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fif th flay..

Debate resumed from 7th August.
Ron. 3. MILLS (Central):- In the Gov-

ernor 's Speech reference is made to repatria-
tion. I think it has been generally under-
stood that, as far as possible, men would be
repatriated in the districts from whieb they
enlisted. That course has not been followed.
In the province I represent are hundreds of
mnen who wish to settle n the land in their
own districts, but nothin~g has been provided
for them, the whole of the repatriation ac-
tivities having been centred in the South-
W6st. The repurchasing of land for repatria-
tion while we have so much Grown land is,
in. my view, bad business. If we were to ak
an astute business man outside the State
what he thought of a State that, With 624:
million acres, of which only 22 million acres
were alienated, repurchasedl alienated land in
order to repatriate 26,000 mnen, he would say
that either the country or the administra-
tion was rotten. And he would be right. The
South-West has been painted in rainbow
colours by the Premier and by the Press.
Why did not the present Premnier, with his
colleague. of 10 years ago, Sir Newton Moore,
discover that district instead of discovering
the wheat. belt? find they done so we should
have had ample butter supplies to-day. Is it
not passing strange that men like the For-
rest 's, the Bunbury 'a, the 'Rose's, the
Hester's, the Car6y's, and the Mitchell's,
who are all natives of the South-West, left
it to go elsewhere to make good?

Hon. B. Rose: They all went back there
.again,

HRon. J. MILLS: Yes, after they had made
their money elsewhere. The South-West has
been held for 80 or 90 years, yet notwith-
standing the latent wealth of this land of
Cosehen, there has not been anyone down
.there with sufficient enterprise to de-
velop it. I am prepared to admit there
are good patches in the South-West,
but the proportion of bad land is very
much greater than that of the good. I have
heard it said by one born in the district and
who lived there for 30 years, that the good
land' down there was like the eyes of a
potato, the balance being bad land. To pack
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wan', like sardines on estates repurchased. at
a price of £9 per acre means that, over 2.0
or 30 years, the cost of the land will really
amount to £7 or £E8 per acre. Except for
the homestek~ds, in most cases the men will
have no earning power whatever. They are
dumped down with a first cost of about
£1,000. Then in addition they have to pay
interest on money borrowed for develop-
mental work, for their plant and for their
homes. They have to provide the whole of
this. Until they have an earning power,
how are they going to live? For six months
they are to have sustenance at the rate Of
£2 2s. per week. Is it possible in a country
like the South-West for a man within six
months to create an earning power suffi-
cient to pay interest,--the interest is capital-
ised for tile first year-bear the cost of
maintaining a family and meet innumerable
oilher incidental charges! To-day there are
some 2,000 men on the Industries Assistance
Board, and if the Premier persists in his
policy of sending men to the South-West
in unlimited numbers, we can look forward
to having the number of men on the Indus-
tr-ies Assistance Board increased four-fold
within the next two years. For the man thus
placed in the Sonth-West will have to find
interest on capital aggregating perhaps
£;2,000, and to provide against what Mr.
Lynn calls "hardy annuals," in the shape
of dog tax, wheel tax, roads board rates,
vermin tax, land tax, and income tax, State
and Federal. Last session I advocated the
throwing open for soldier settlement of pas-
toral leases along the -railways and near
ports. I still think I was right. If we put
a man on 20,000 acres of Mnrchison country,
he will carry 1,000 or 1,200 ewes and, with
freezers at the nearest port, he should send
in from 600 to 800 lambs, except during in-
frequent drought seasons. His lambs, at the
minimum of 10s., would bring him from'
£300 to £400, and he would in addition have
thme wool from his ewes, representing at
least another Us. per head. This estimate is
essentially a conservative one. Probably.is
return would be a couple of hundred pounds
greater than I have shown, H~e would get
that return within one year of embarking
upon the holding. Compare that with the
South-West. What will be the earningpower
there? It will take from five to seven
years before he can produce a case of fruit
worth 5s, at the siding. On the pastoral
land, however, in one year his income will
be between £E600 and] £800, and all the work
necessary can be done by himself. This
certaily appeals to me as one of the best
means for repatriating our men. It is all
very well for the pastoralists, holding this
land for such a long period as they have
done, to decry it and say that men will
starve if they go there. That game has long
been played out and the people are alive to
the real position. If people are asked who
the wealthy- men of the State are the reply
will always be that they arc th6 pastoralists.
That is strong- evidence that this particular
calling is'a lucrative one. I asked a ques-

lion as to whether the Government would
withhold from re-leasing these lands near
the railways and the coast line, and the
leader of the- . House, in reply to
my question, sayi that the matter is
Under -consideration. I contend that
these -lands should be reserved for
soldier settlement. There is nothing very
definite in the answer except that the matter
is receiving consideration. -Tn 1917 it was
made possible for all pastoralists, notwith-
standing that they had many -years still to
run, to surrender their leases,. and re-apply
for them. That was a cruel injustice to the
men who were away fighting for the country.
These men should have been consulted when
they returned as to the advisability of re-
leasing their country, but they were not so

-consulted. We have only to turn to the,
feverish haste with which this Bill was
passed through. The land regulations I have
here say-

If the application is approved] the rent
shall be payable by the lessee at the rate
.reserved by the original lease.

That reserves to tbe Minister the right to
approve of the lease or otherwise. The re-
gulations go on-

If the lessee declares his acceptance a
new lease shall be issued to him accord-
ingly, and the original lease shall by force
of this Act be surrendered.

It is impossible to issue new leases, although
this Act was passed in 1917, until the value
of the lease is known. To-day they are
being appraised, but the work has only been
in hand for a few months. I doubt if any
result of this work has yet reached the head
omnle. In the circumstances it is open to
the Government, if tlhey choose, to withhold
all lands within 501 miles of a railway or the
coast line. Unless they do this they must
take the consequences. Soldiers who are re-
turning are alive to the value of these lands,
and they want thenm. They have fofight for
them, and they deserve them, and the very
best that we can give to them. If the pre-
sent Government will not agree to withhold
from further leasig these lands, we will
compel themn to do -so. This will be
done, I feel su re, and I shall have
much pleasure in assisting in the miat-
ter. Less than 100 mniles from Geraldton
there are two squatting properties divided
by a railway. I refer to the line that goes
to, Cue. On one side of the line are 450,000
acres and on the otter side 550,000 acres.
These properties nre held by two mien, and
are within the coastal rains. What justi-
fication is there for shlowing those two mnen
to hold between thema one million acres for
30 years, adjoining a railway, and running
parallel to that railway for somec 25 miles?
There are also 21 million acres in the Central
Division of the State within 50 miles of the
One railway. These could, be cut uip into
21,000-acre blocks. At pro-war prices the
fencing would cost £6500, that is for 2,000
chiains. Only half of this would be charged
to one man, because the properties would be
*connected. Allowig for there being three
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wells and wind mills on the properties the
sum of £200 may be set down to cover this.
A thousand ewes, at a cost of 12s. each,
would come to £e600, and rains would cost
about £50. For a house or a borne the sum
of £50 should be allowed, and for horses
and plaat £100. This gives a total of
£1,250.

Hon. 3. J1. Holmes: That is for re-settle-
menat?

Hon. 3. MILLS:' Yes. The whole of the
country from one end to the other is fenced
and watered by means of windmills. The
Government would, of course, pay for these
improvements. I do [Lot Vuggest putting sol-
(iers on the land in a way that would de-
prive the pastoralists of what belongs to
theni, but I suggest that they should be pai4
in lull. They are all secondhand fences and
wells and windmnills. That price will, doubt-
less, be reduced considerably, probably to
£1,000, which is not excessive for one man
to carry. In Bunbury, a first class farm
costs £1,000. in eases of this kind the money
advanced would be repaid in seven years,
nnd I am of thle opinion that in some cases
the money would be repaid in les 's time then
that, What chance have men in the Bun-
bury district, where the cow farms are, of
returning the money in seven years? In all
probability it could not be done in 70 years.

Rion. E. Rose: Do you speak from experi-
ence?

Hon, 3. MILLS: Yes. Along the Wongan
Hills line there are two or three stations,
and through one of these the line passes. 1
.notice on the working plan that these leases
are marked "wtdrw from sale." These
lands are within the South-West Division,
and according to the Act the Government
can resume them at any time. They can give
notice to the occupier and hand them over
to anyone they choose. The Government,
however, are doing nothing in the matter.
It so happens that the land belonged to Mr.
Burt, of St' George'Is-terrace, who, appar-
ently, is of mo-re importance than the sol-
diers who have fought for the country. I
wish to impress on the Government the neces-
sity for opening uip some of the lands in the
north. The teen tho lived there before the
war, and for most, if not, all their lives,
are not going to .be7 dragged down to the
South-West amongst the forest areas to work
tinder conditions they do not understand.
It is the duty of the Government to see that
they are afforded facilities for settling
where they have lived their lives already.
With regard to conditional purchase land, for
years before the war, the farming com munity
was very dissatisfied at the prices chargedA
by the Government. After pressure bad
been brought to bear by the different bodies
the price of first class land was fixed at a
maximnum of 15s. an acre. ]Before that the
minimum price was 10s., and the maximum
anything tihe inspector might choose to fix,
The price of 15s. for first class land is satis-
factory. I would point out that two acres cof
first class land should keep one sheep for
twelve months. It is not first class land if

it will not do so. The minimum price fixed
for third class land was 3s. 9d., with a range
up to 6s. 3d. It takes six acres of fair aver-
age quality third class land to keep one sheep
for six months, and it does that, generally
speaking, very badly. The price of third
class land is usually about 4s. 9d. or 5s. ani
-acre, as it may be fixed by the valuer. It
will, therefore, take about 30s. worth of
third class land to kee-p one sheep for six
months, against, say, 25s. or 30s. of first
class land to keep one sheep for twelve
.months, anid keep it well. I am at present
viewing the matter from the grazing aspect.
From the agricultural point of view there
is no comparison. I hope the Government
will consider this and see the advisability of
reducing the price. At present anyone can
apply for land. and the rat is deferred for
five years. A lot of water will run under
the bridge in the course of five years. The
regulations will be amended before that
time, and the laud reduced to its proper
value. There should be no minimum for
third class land. If it is worth one penny an
acre it should be sold for that amount, end if
it is not worth anything it should be given
away. The maximum price would be quite sumf-
cient if it were fixed at 2s. 6d. I hope the Gov-
eranent will bring down to Parliament the
land regulations in order that members may
deal with them., Some amendments are
necessary, not only in the interests of the
men already on the land, bnt in the interests
of the soldiers. A promise was made, I be-
lieve, last year that measures dealing with
this question should he consplidated. At
present they are unintelligible to most of us,
because they have been amended so often.

Hon. 3. 3. HOLMES (North).- I should
like to express my regret at the loss sus-
tained by the House through the death of
our late President. I had the pleasure of
knowing him for at least 35 years, and would
say of him that he was one of those old
English gentlemen we sometimes find in these
outposts of the Empire. One had only to
kn, ow him to appreciate him, We are indeed
fortunate in having in you, Si;, such an able
successor to fill the important post of Presi-
dlent of the Legislative Council. We know
your capabilities for discharging the fune.
tiorps of office. We kfiow your ability and
your honesty of purpose. We know all this
from past experience of you. Looking into
the future We. also know that if we attempt
to go outside the four corners of our Stand-
ing Orders we shall receive a rebuff that will
be justly deserved. I am also glad to see
amongst its again Dr. Saw. it is men like
Dr. Saw, who sacrificed their personal inter-
ests in the cause of the Empire and for the
good of humanity, who have tended to make
the Empire one worth belonging to. I am
especially glad to be able to welcome back
Dr. Saw because he is one of us-he is one
of the. gropers of this country of whom we
.might well be proud. The loss of the Presi-
dent has brought among us a representative
of l 'abour. I am sure, however, that he will
iot be here long before he realises that this
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Chamber represents ail sections of the corn-
mnity, and that he will fall into line and
will find that he is in the right place. Sir
Edward Wittenoorn said that the hon. member
perhaps came here to curse, but wonld remain
to pray. The correct quotation, however,
would be that he came here to curse and he
remained to pray. I should be sorry to wel-
conme the hon. member as a representative
of one section of the cothmunity; I hope we
will never reach the stage where any one
section has control of this democratic House.
1 amn satisfied that he will not be here long
before he realises that he is a representative
of all sections. During the recess. there have
been many changes in the Government of this
country, so many changes in fact that it is
impossible to fix responsibility on any one
person. We shall have to forget the mis-
management of the past because of the fact
that we are not able to place responsibility
on the shoulders of any particular person.
It is idle to attack ny one Treasurer because
we do not knowy which Treasurer is responsible
for the drift. 'We cannot tackle even any osle
'member of the inistry because there have
been so nmany changes that we are not aware
who is responsible, but I am bound tb say
,that I predicted what has happened, namely,
that we should have a deficit approximating

f200a day during the last financial year.
Iwas then charged by the leader of the

House with being practically a traitor of the
country of my birth for making such an asser-
tion. I can only refer bon, members now to
last year's deficit which divided by 365 will
give us soinething like £2,000-the amount
of our daily deficit during the last
financial year. It should also be remem-
be-red that the revenue for last year was
£C322,314 more than that of the previous
year. That additiona] revenue has been spent
and still we had a deficit of £2,000 a day.
The total revenuie last -year was approxi-
mately 5 millions sterling, yet we are toldl
that the salvation of the country lies in
increased taxation. Do hon. membkers expect
300,000 people to provide a revenue of some
five millions a year and then expect the
country to prosper? Personally I am satis-
fled that wve cannot save this country by
taxation. What will save us is work which
very few people appear to be inclined to do-
wo-rk and increased production. Probably
the newly elected member for West 'Province
will say that we can save the country by ain
anr~cndnient of the Constitution, by which
amendment the Upper House will be
abolished, orif we cannot abolish it, to make
it more democratic.

Hon. A. Ff. Panton: Oh, abolish it.
lion. J. J. HOLMES: I will abolish it if

au-yon will show me that the necessity has
arisen for it. Why should this House be
abolished? Is it because we have done any-
thing that is not to the country's interest!
Is it because we have singled out one section
of the community for any special injustice?
Is it because this House has treated returned
soldiers improperly? What did we do last
year? We fought the democratic Chamber,

-so called because it is elected on an adult
franchise-because in connection with the
F7orest Bill we insisted that the hewers, who
had left their work in the forest and had
gone to the front to save the Empire and
to save those forests as well, should be
allowed to go hack to the forests and take
up the work where they left it.

Hion. T. B. Dodd: We had to fight the
other Rouse over that.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes. Irrespective
of whether the forests were destroyed or
not, we claim that if it had not been for
those men the forests might not have been
ours. We told those men when they wore
going away, that when they came back they
could take up their work again, and this
House insisted upon that pledge being
honoured. Take the amendment of the Land
Act lnst session, and we find that the same
thing happened. This House fought the other
Chamber on the question of allowing soldiers
to go on to pastoral leases, Yet we are told
that the soldiers now insist upon an amend-
ment of the Constitution so that they may
be given votes for this House. All I can
say is that any soldier whbo returns and
who avails himself of the opportunities given
to him by the Federal and State Govern-
mieuts, canl soon qualify to be an elector for
the Legislative Council. It he does not
qualify and is not prepared to become a
bona-fide resident of the State why should
he have preference in the final destinies of
the country? If we are going to have equity
and justice we must get hack to the old
saying that the mnan who pays the piper
shall call the tune. The returned soldiers
deserve well at our hands, They will get
fair and equitable treatment at my hands
under all circumstances, but I think when
they ask for work, and when they ask to be
put hack into employment aud- so given
another start in life and we offer them an
amendnent of the Constitution instead, 611
I can say is that we are offering them some-
thing that they do not want. To go back a
couple of thousand years and quote scripture,
we can coumpare the position to what the
Nazarene said when he complained of the
way in which some of the Christians had
been treated. He said he asked for breand
and they gave him a stone. The returned
soldliers are asking for another start in life
a"d sonmc sections of the commnunity arc
offering them an amendment of the Constitu-
tiun.

Ron. A. H. Panton: Dr. Aberdeen wa ask-
ing for this.

lion. 3. W. Kirwan; And they ought to
get it, too.

Hion. 3. J. HOLMES: Is that all we are
going to do for the returned soldiers? The
Miitchell Government are doing now what
should have been done three years ago. The
Lefroy Government should have prepared
the way for them to take up land. That,
however, was not done. ,I admit a start has
been made now and that it is never too late
to mend. I am pleased. to know that the
Pr~emier has begun in the right direction.
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In referring to the new Premier I would like
to say that in my opinion the Premier and
his team, as at present constituted, form
the best Government we have had, at any
rate during the past three changes, and that
it is the best that can be, selected from the
Legisliative Assembly as that Chamber is
at present constituted. It is through no
fault of his own that the Premier is starting
three years late. He is beginning where the
Lefroy Government should have commenced
when they assumed office. Still he has to
be careful about starting in 'the right direc-
tion. I have told him-and I am ontitled to
express an opinien,--that so far as the
South-West of the State is concerned there
is plenty of good land, but I will not be a
party to allowing returned soldiers to go
there to get lost in the South-West swamps.
That land should have been surveyed and
classified three years ago. The contoar of
the country should have been taken, while
drainage should also have been carried out
and everything got ready for the returned
soldiers. So far as returned soldiers are
concerned, hen. members will agree that it
is everyone's desire that they should be
treated in the best and most equitable man-
ner. Another proposal has been made to
send soldiers away out on that stretch of
unoccupied pastoral country between the
Murchison and Gascoyne. It is only a few
weeks since the surveyors were Sent to ro-
port upon the country. They are classifying
it and also looking for water. That work
is being carried out by the Mitchell Govern-
meat, but it should have been dlone three
years ago, and the country if it is any good
at alt-

Hon. T1. Mills: It is not.
lion. J1. J. HOLMES: I do not know

wlhether it is or not. I have told retnrned
soldiers that, in my epinion if it had been
any good it would have been taken uip years
ago, but instead of the Lefroy Government
making investigations three years ago
nothing was done until the Mitchell Govern-
mneat came into office. My advice to returned
soldiers has heea that, if they have any idea
of taking up that country they should punt
in their applications and then go soindwbere
else and work for IS months. - I do not
blame the present Premier for the de-
lays. He is starting out in the right
direction, although he is starting three
years late, and that coupled wvith the
fact that the men who have returned have
given up four of the best years of
their lives to their country, I am not going
to he a party to putting them on any area
unless they have a reasonable prospect of
success. Mr. Mills has dealt with the Land
Act. I am. bound to say that I am not at
all satisfied" with certain matters which have
come under my attention in connection with
the administration of the Land Act. I am
tel , that there is an attempt to get behind'-
the Provisions of that Act-those provisions
which deal with the maximum of a million
acres. I can only tell the House what I have
told'- pastoralists, that if they attempt to

evade that' proposal regarding the million
acres, I shall not advocate their cause in Par-
ia nient. An honourahle understanding was

agreed to by both Rouses with the pastoral-
ists, and the maximum in each division was
fixed at a million acres, and the surplus land
was to be made available for others in the
community or fbr returned soldiers. Iti the
following session of Parliament an amending
Bill was submitted extending the period in
which the pastoralists were to sell the sur-
plus land. In other words they were able to
hold the excess area until 12 months after the
expiration of the war. So far as I am con-
cerned, I amn net prepared to go so far as
Mr. Mills and if there is any attempt on the
part of the pastoralists to get behind the in-
tention of Parliament they canno;t'expect me
to advocate their cause. Tbia is undoubtedly
a wonderful country. I have travelled through
it from one end to. the other and know it as
well as any member of this House, If people
would work and produce, this is the finest
country en God's earth. Turn where we will
to the Kimberleys in. thie Far North, which in
the rast 85 years have nev er knona a drought,
we have some of the finest cattle-producing
country in the world. Take the country from
Murchison to Broonme, where sheep, can be
bred as well and as economically as in any
part of the world. It is subject to dro0ughts,
unfortunately, and is suffering from one at
the present time, but we possess that great
sheep countr second to none in Australia.
Prom Gcraldton south, we bare our mixed
farmilag and agricultural areas all awaiting
development and waiting for people to work
them. Take the great golilfields, the timuber,
coal and pearling industries-the last named
worth £,300,000 a year to the country. All
these are waiting for men to work them. But
a very imall percentage 'of the community
seems inclined to work and, until they do
work, we shalt not get the country developed,
or enjoy the cheap living which we should.
Why is it that a -very small percentage of the
community appears to want to work! Why
is there an element of defiance to law and
order amongst the community! Simply be-
cause those charged with the affairs of the
codutry have not dealt with them in' a states-
manlike mansner. Things have been allowed
to drift and drift until the people have prac-
tically got out of hand. There is. not only
the financial drift but the defiance of law and
order, which has to he stopped. Who is going
to stop the drift! If will not be stopped
until there are a few umore ink bottles thrown
at a few mnore Premiers, until sime states-
man is prepared to go over the top, as our
men did on the Western Front, and then,
when that leader is found, the right-t ihinking
reople of Australia will be prepared to
follow him.

Ron. J. Cornell: The men coming back
will pro over the top.

HRon. .. J. HOLMES: Australia. s look-
ing for someone to lead it and to say "That
is right" and "That is wrong.''I When
someone comes forward to lead them, he will
get a following, and hie will have as his fol-
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lowing the right-thinking men of the com-
munity. We have in Australia a Common-
wealth Arbitration Court and a State Arbi-
tration Court, maintained at huge expense,
and I understand it is illegal to strike. But
everyone is striking. No one is working, and
when they won't work a beneficent Govern-
,ncnt comes along and feeds them.

Holl. j. W. Hickey: Speak for yourself.
l. j. J. HOLMES: No one in the come-

munity works harder than I do, not becau~se
it is necessary foir me to work, but I consider
it is part of my duty to help towards Pro-
duction and the payment of taxes. I could
not go to the War for several reasons but
I could stay at home and pay unreasonable
taxes, and I do so year in and year out and
never murmurl. our Federal and State Ar-

bitration Courts are maintained at huge ex-

pense, but no one will go to the cour t. It is
ileal to strike, but still men strikeanth

whole business of the dountry is held up.
Take the tramway Strike. was not it the
duty of the Government to say to those men
-"'You are holding up one of the business
concerns of the State; there is the Arbitra-
tion Court go and get your award and get it
made retrospective''

9 Why do- not they in-
sist upon the law being carried out, Or repeal
the Arbitration Act9 But no, the whole tramn-

waygbusiness is held up for weeks and every
ting is broght to a standstill and then the

Government give the einldoye05 what they
want.

Hon. 3. E. Dodd: They could have got a
better deal from the court.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The more reason
why they should go to the court. But they
will not go to the court. This defiance of
law and order is due to the fact that not
only the Government here but Governments
in the Eastern States will not enforce the
law, and we have reached a stage when the
Arbitration Aet must be enforced or re-
pealed.

Rion. J. W. Hlickey: Nero said that.
Hon. S. Cornell: And did it, too.
Hon. J. 3. HOLMES: Our State steam-

ships have been tied up in Fremantle har-
bour for weeks past.' The seamen are out on
strike. Yet no one has attempted a prosecu-
tion.. -

Hon. 3. W. Hiecey interjected.
Ron. 7L. J. HOLMES: If the bon. mem-

ber had to buy meat in Perth he would find
the price- Stich that one would be justified
almost in rebelling against it. What is the
causel

Hon. J. W. Hickey: Law and order.
The PRESIDENT: Order!I The. hon.

member must not interject so much.
Hon. J. j. HOLMES: Because the sea-

men will not bring the meat from the North
to the South. We have our supply of beef in
the North. There are tens of thousands of
cattle in the Kimberleys. Many of them were
mnustered up to be shipped south and had to
be turned loose and may be brought down
next year. Meat should be cheaper in~ Perth
to-day than in any part of Australasia. I

,would almost say than in any part of the

world. The Government are buying cattle
at the Wyndham Freezing Works at 2%4d.
per lb.,for the best cattle Australia can pro-
duce. I. know what I am talking about. The
fifth quarter is worth 1%d. per lb. The meat
is costing the Government Id. per lb. Allow
Id. per lb. for handling the beef and Id. per
lb. for freight to Fremantle. That would
bring the price to 3d. per lb. for meat at Fre-
mantle, which to-day is costing Is. per lb.

Holl. J. E.X Dodd: Why was it not cheaper
when the boats were running9

Hon. 3.. J. HOLMES: I am, not going into
ancient history. I am dealing with facts. I
can tell the hon. member why it is not landed
at Fremantle at 3d. per lb. to-day. I have a
report of a conference I was asked to attend
in 1916, when Mr. Seaddan was in power.
The Government were up against it in con-
nection with the Wyndham Freezing Works
and they called in some men who were ac-
Inainted with the business, myself included.
The works, they said, were nearing comple-
tion. I asked. "What are you going to do
with the meatil' The reply was the Govern-
ment were going to bring it to Fremantle.
I asked, "Howv are you going to bring it to
PremantlePl' The reply was they did not
know. I asked, "What are you going to do
when you get it to Fremnantle?" and added,
''IYou have not a foot of cold storage at Fre-
mantle. " The matter was discussed and it
was recommended that portion of the State
steamer ''Kangaroo'' be insulated. The
manager of the State Steamships was pre-
sent and told us that one portion of the
vessel could be insulated to carry 1,000 car-
eases of beef and another portion to carry
3,000 caresses. The advice was to insulate
the ''Kangaroo'' and bGuild cold storage at
Fremnantle. That was in 1916, and, if the
Government had carried out that advice, they
would have been able to land the best meat
at Fremiantle for 3d. per. lb. Since then,
Governments have come and gone and no-
thing has been done. The "Kangaroo" has
not one foot of insulated space in her. What
has shte been doingt She has been used to
profiteer in foreign waters.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Then it is the fault
of the Government and not of the seamen?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: We have other ships
here and the seamen will not work them.
When the Government enter upon an enter-
prise like this, they assume that the business
of the country will be carried on. Then, if
a, strike comes along, they should be able to
say to the men concerned, "If you will not
work go about your business and we will get
someone elese.'' The Government are buy-
ing the primest beef at id. per lb.; it could
be treated for Id. per lb. and, if the cold
storage had been available at Fremantle, it
could have been landed there for a total cost
of 3d. per lb., and if the Government sold it
at 6d. per lb., or one half of the price at
present ruling, people could have afforded to
pay it instead of being asked a price which
is likely to drive them to revolution.

- on. 3, W. Hickey: You are an advocate
of State enterprise?
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Hon. J. .1. HOLMES: Private enterprise
can develop this country and is prepared to
develop it, but what is the good of starting
private enterprises? As soon as works are
started, there is a strike. No one is pre-
pared to work; no one attempts to enforce
the law; and until we come to some under-
standing that people will work private en-
terprise will shut its pockets. X great num-
ber of people in this country want the Gov-
ernment to borrow money and spend it. I
am not referring to any one section, but to
all sections of the coimmunity and, as the
0Government spend the borrowed money, they
want to participate in the. plunder. Men
employed in various jobs publicly declare
that they will get the highest wages and the
best conditions and work as little as they
can, flow can we develop the country in this
way? 'Until men realise that they, as indi-
viduals, must help to produce and farther the
development of the country, there is no hope
of cheap living, or of saving ourselves from
bankruptcy: Judging by tile Governor's
Speech the salvation of the country is to be
found in price-fixing. Wil the Bill provide
for fixing the price of bread? There is el-
ready legislation for this, Federal and State
legislation, and that legislation is the cause
of the dear loaf to-day. Negligence on the
part of previous Governments -is the cause
of meat being sold in Perth at 100 per
cent, more than it should be. How
can we reduce the Orice .of meat I
No meat is being brought down. The meat is
thcre in the North, but there are no facili-
ties for bringing it down-no insulated
steamer space, to the need for which I drew
attention in 1.913. Are wve going to fix the
price of sugar? It is already fixed by thle
Commonwealth, Are we going to fix the price
of 'butter which is produced in the Eastern
States? The Eastern States will fix the price
of butter. The only time when we shall be
able to obtain cheap butter is when we have
the South-West full of dairy cows. How are
we to fix the prices of oversea. commodities?
The prices are fixed before those commodities
arrive here. If we fix a margin of profit
which will not encourage the importer, be
simply will not import, and we shall be faced
with a bare market. We bear a great deal
about profiteering, but the worst profiteer of
all is the man who says, "I am going to get
all I can in the way of wages and I will do
as little work as ever I 4can in return." Suck
a man is loyal neither to his State nor to his
children if he has any, for he must know
that the onl-y way in which he can help to
develop the State and make it prosperous is
by earning what he receives. The high cost
of living -and the high cost of production in
this State are due to the fact that the great
bhody of men here are not attempting to earn
the imoney which they receive, overlooking the
fact that every roan who loafs on the Job is
putting up the cost of production and that
unless he is prepared to do his part, under
the most favourable conditions, we can have
neither development nor cheap living in this
country.

Hon. A. H. Pantou: We have the best set
of workers in the world, and you know it.

SHon, J. J. HOLMES: We have heard a
good deal about profit sharing, about the
system of participating in profits. The only
means -towards the attainment of that end is
to, revert to piecework. Put a man on the
wharf and tell him that if he shifts 10 tons
of cargo he will receive 10s., and if he
shifts 20 tons he will receive 20s.,
and if only five tone he will receive
only 5s. Similarly, pay the bricklayer
who lays 500 bricks per day so
much, and pay the man who lays only 250
bricks only half of that. I anm satisfied that,
if only someone will lead them, the people of
Western Australia are prepared to stand up
for the right, and when they do that, might
and right 'will be with them. -The great
majority of our people think on the right
side. It is the irresponsible men who will
not work that are making a noise, and the
sooner they are put in their place the soonex
shall we have progress and development in
this country. From the Governor's Speech I
observe that-

It is-the purpose of the Government, so
far as financi al conditions will petmnit, to
endeavour to cope with the difficulty of
unemployment by the establishment of de-
velopmental works, gad to en courage pri-
vate citizens in the purtuance of a policy
of confidence and enterprise.

That reads very well. I hope the leader of
the House will enlarge on it when replying.
If the Government are prepared to encourage
private enterprise and maintain the law as
stated in the Speech, development will fol-
low. The Speech continues-

The construction of freezing works in
different parts of the State is expected to
lend stability to our pastoral industry and
to contribute to the general introdurction of
the sound system of mixed farming in our
agricultural areas.

That also reads very well, and I may at some
future time have a good deal to say on the
matter, which, however, opens up too large a
field of discussion to be covered, at the pre-
sent juncture. The Speech continues--

My Advisers are increasingly impressed
with the great possibilities of further set-
tlement and development of the North-West,
and recognise the responsibility of ensuring
to that part of the State adequate and
reliable facilities of transit.

What dines that meant Are the cattle in the
North to be brought down by flying machine
or on their legs or by steamers having in-
sulated space! It is time for thre Govern-
mnent to declare either that they are going
to put ant adequate transit service on the
North-West coast or that they will let somne-
one else do it. Apart from one or two Labour
representatives. I was the only man in this
House who championed State steamers for
the North-West coast. I championed the
plan because the State could not give the
North railway facilities, and because we
could no longer allow the shipping combine
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-to stand between the producer in the North
.and the consumer in the South. Much as I
dislike State enterprise in general, I advo-
-ented a State Steamship Service in this con-
nection. My socialism, let me explain, be-
gins and ends with the prevention of mon-
opoly. When the State steamers were pro-

mosed, the shipping monopoly on the north
east had been in existence for 25 years.
For that period the Northern producer had
been handicapped, and the only way out of
the difficulty was State owned steamers.
However, the selection of the State sten-
el-s was stich that no man could have made
the enterprise pay or run the steamers to
time.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Why did not the hon.
member recommend State freezing works?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: There is another
monopoly. Put one of the American meat
compnnies at Wyndham, and what sort of
.a price are the pastoralists going to get for
their products, and who is going to be in-
ducedl to take tip the country that is lying
there awaiting settlement to be squeezed by
the Amei-ican cojubine? There 4gain is a
matter in which the State established freez-
ig works, rightly. However, judging from
experience, the State will have to adopt
more business-like methods at Wynd-
lam, or else the incubus of the freez-
ing works will be more than the
public can carry. The fact remhains
that, worked properly, the freezing works will
be an outlet for the product of the State.
Moreover, there are millions of acres of the
best cattle country in Australia in the im-
mediate vicinity of the freezing works, await-
ing settlement by the soldiers.

Hon. J. E. Doddl: What is the difference
betw-een the State selling the meat and sel-
liag sausages in a shop?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The trouble with
-the Seaddan Government was that they
bought not only steamers, but also cattle,
and then started butchers' shops. Further,
they deliberately held cattle at Robb 's Jetty,
and put only so many on the market; this
in order to boost up the price and make a
profit. That was the Scaddan Government's
method of cheapening the price of meat. As
a inatter of fact, the Scaddan. Government
cornered the market and put up thle price of
meat in order to cover up soeam of their other
expenditure. They made a profit on the
peoples meat in order that they might cover
up expenditure in other directions. The
meat that is costing the Government one
penny per pound in the Wyndham Freezing
Works to-day, they can take to London for
another penny, making *a tool cost of three-
pence per pound; and that meat is worth in
London to-dlay 81/Ad. per lb.

Memnber: The Government do not buy the
cattle at twopence per lb.-

Hion. J. T. HOLMTS: The Government
pay 23/2d. pe 1b. for the cattle; and the
odds and tunds, the hides and so forth, are
worth one penny Iaf-penny. Had the
Labour Government adopted the advice I
-gave them years ago, meat would now be

selling in Perth at 4d. per lb. wholesale. If
the ''Kangaroo'' were on the coast fitted
with insulated space, she could go into Wynd-
hiani as an oversee ship, and could go thence
to Frenmantle, discharge the beef, and take
from Fremantle a cargo of flour, etc., to
the far East, and after disehargeing that,
go to Wyndham for another cargo of
meat, and so on. I have been associated for
S0 years with the meat trade, and I know
something of the subject. When the Labour
Government came into power, they asked my
advice, and I gave it; but four years after-
wards I found that nothing had been done.
I am not looking for trouble, but I have told
the present Premier that if there is anything
in this country which I understand and on
which the Grovernmnent desire my advice, that
advice is absolutely at their disposal. Fur-
ther, if there is any returned soldier who
desires infornmntion about the country in the
north or south, or what he ought to do, my
advice is given freely. As regards the Pre-
mier, I am pleased to say that he is not the
Mr. Mitchell of four years ago, who would
Dot listen. To-daz Mr. Mitchell will listen
to advice if it is given honestly and straight-
forwardly. With regard to finance once more,
there is no difference between a State and
an individual. If an individual is in finan-
cial difficulties, he has to work in order to
get out of thenm; and it is the same with
a state. I believe that the intentionLs of the
Mitchell Government are honourable. As re-
garde Mi-. Mitchell himself, I have a great
adimiration for his energy and enterprise.
lie has lived his life amongst us, and there
is no one can point a finger of suspicion at
our present Premier's honesty of purpose.
Personally I am prepared to give him a fair
ran. But I have told him there must be no
more of this camouflage, no more of telling
us that everything in the garden is lovely.
I have told him to tell the people the worst,
to tell them what is ahead, not to come
along with misleading statements, for the
day for that sort of thing has gone.

Hon. T1. W. Kirwan: Did you tell himt to
tell them not to be too reckless in expendi-
ture?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES I have endeavoured
to put questions before the House as they
appear to me. Y am prepared to forget the
past and follow anyone who is o,,t for good
government. The first principle of good gov-
ernmnent is the maintenance of law and order.
Mon prepared to go over the top and say
"'This is right, therefore we are going to
do it'" will find tens Of thousands of p)eople
prepared to follow them, and I shall be one
of their followers.

Bon. H. MILLINGTON (North-East) : I
wish to add mine to the expressions of re-
gret at tme death of the late President, and
also X wish to congratulate you, Sir, on hav-
ig attained to the position of President.

Many congratulatory remarks have been
showerecd upon you,, and I am quite sure that
not only iii experience and training, but also
temnperamnentally, you are well qualified to
Occupy the position. ''ITemperamentally''
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means a great deal. I know you will require
considerable patience and forbearance in re-
gard to other members of this. Chamber, and
I am gratified in the knowledge that you are
well endowed. with those qualities. 'I also
wish to congratulate Dr. Saw on his return
from the Front. I have already congratulated
Mr. Panton on his election to this Chamber.
The debate has been very illumninative. The
Governor 's Speech makes reference to -many
interesting subjects, and a number of speak-
era have referred to other subjects not con-
tained in the Speech, but equally interesting.
I believe that Sir E'dward Wittenoom struck
the real problemr with which not only this
State but the whole world is faced, namely,
the industrial problem. -Many questions
with which we are confronted arise from the
undoubted industrial unrest spreading across
the world. I do not view the industrial prob-
1cmn as certain other piembers do; I do not
see wily we should apply the cane exclusively
to the toilers. This Chamber, which boasts
that it is fair to all, has left out one section
of the community which certainly has a very
big say in causing the present industrial un-
rest. For instance, some people, when re-
ferring to an industrial problem, refer in-
variably and almost in the same breath to
strikes and industrial disruption. They hold
that a strike is the cause of all the trouble in
the country. I know of no evil -which advo-
cates of big businesses cannot charge up to
strikes. From conversations I learn that
somie of the captains of industry in this
Chamber realise the seriousness of the posi-
tion and are prepared to deal -with it, pre-
pared to make concessions, believing as they
do that concessions have to be made. I 'wish
to remind them that the strike about which
they have so much to say is not the cause,
but merely one of the results, of the indus-
trial unrest. If ever we have to deal with
the question seriously2 we shall have to go a
little deeper to arrive at the cause of the
trouible. We are not going to abolish strikes
by the newspaper expedient of writing lead-
ing articles seeking to defame those partial-
pating in the strikes. Until we can remove
the cause, industrial trouble will continue.
I do not know that we need go outside of
Australia in considering this world-wide
problem. The particular problem we have to
solve is the setting of our owrn house in order,
and the seeing if arrangements cannot be
made to get over the difficulty in Western
Australia. Something has been said of the
tramway strike. Mr. Holmes considers that
the policy of the strong hawd and the whip
should have been brought into operation, and
those men sent back to work; that .what was
required was a Government prepared to tell
those men to get back to their jobs. He said
they- ought to have been told to go to the
Arbitration Court. Surely Mr. Holmes must
know that is exactly what the strike was
about. The men struck for the privilege of
getting into the Arbitration Court. Eventu-
ally they got the concession from the Guov-
erment, butt it took the Government seven
weeks to awaken to the position. Even to-

day the difficulty has not been finally settled.
When the men get into the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court the decision. of the court will he
the decision in connection with the tramway
strike.

Hon. 3. J. Holmes: Why have they not
gone to the State Arbitration Court?

Hon, H. MILIN\GTON: Because they are
a Federal organisation and so have the right
to go to the Federal court. No one but an
idiotic employer adopting coercive methods
would dream of banging uip an industry in
an attempt to dictate to the men as to which
court they Should approach. Iii private emt-
ploymnt all Federal organisations have a
perfect right to go to the Federal court, and
no employer objects to that principle. I
pro pose later to have something to say about
the State Alrbitration Court, The workers
have less confidence in the alleged justice
meted out by the State court; they prefer
the Federal court.

Noen. R. J. Lyon: 'Why not send the sea-
nice to the Federal court?

Honw H. AILLINGTON: I will explain
the point of view of the seamen later; I do
not propose to be drawn off my course just
now, The clerical workers in this State had
a dispute with the Federal Governmnt. Cer-
tainly they must have had a serious grievance
to have indulged in this pioneering strike, as
it really 'was. It puts, heart into one to
know that the clerical workers of this State
had sufficient nerve to challenge -the Federal
Government. The clerical workers, again,.
were on strike for the privilege of getting
into the Federal Arbitration Court. They
objected to the Federal Government attempt-
iug to prejudice their pending case by re-
ducing u-ages. All they did was to maintain
their condition pending their case 'being
heard. The clerical workers, I suppose, are
now amongst those who defied law and order.
They went back to work on the same condi-
tions. as befCore, after the Federal Govern-
ment had taken six or seven weeks in which
to think over the position. Then we had the
wharf lompers' dispute. As a matter of
fact, those men have gone back to work
tinder their old conditions, that is to say,
they have not revolutionised the system under
which that industry is being carried on. I'
ale not prepared to say that the system
should not be revolutionised. -However, those.
men have gone back to work under the old bad
conditions to which they wvero accustomed.
Many have seen fit to censure the head of the-
then Government for the action taken in con-
nection with that dispute. I admit that ho
appears to have been badly advised by certain
red-raggers amongst the big business men,
but I will give hint this credit, that when the
tragedy approached, he was the man to cry
Halt! . find that in certain circles credit is
given to him for having taken the action that
he did in going down there; and those are
the very people who tnrned round and heaped
discredit on his head when he took the really
creditable action he did in putting an end
to the trouble.

so
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Sitting suspenided fromn 6.15 to 7.30 Thin-

Hion. H. MILLTNGTON: There is one
dispute in which we have been interested
during the last few months, and tbat is the
dispute in connection with the firewood
cutters on the Eastern Goldfields. In the
early stages there appeared to be a general
desire that this business should be settled
without a cessation of work. I agree that
from the public point of view that is so.
I also wish to show that everything that
could possibly be done by the men was done
to settle that dispute without a cessation of
work. It has been apparent for some mionthis
past that, when the present agreement under
which the wood cutters and wood companies
were working1 expired, there would be a
difficulty. The companies had received
notice that the men would refuse to go on
under the old agreement. They took every
possible occasion to have a new agreement
made without ceasing work. The Govern-
ment were notified, too, in. good timie, and a
proposition. was pot to thenm with the object
of p~roviding an alternative method of getting
the firewood in the event of the old system
brenkhing down. In July representatives of
the Union waited upon the then Attorney
General. Their proposition w-as that the,
State forest areas should be made available,
and that the Government should put in a
spur line so that the mien could themisel ves,
i~f necessary, supply the mining companies
with firmvwoed. As usual, they received a
promise that the matter would he considered,
and, presumably, it has been under coil-
sideration by the Government ever since.
The men met the representatives of the
firewood companies before the cessation
of work and put their proposition before
them. I mention. this to show that the
intention was that the men should continue
to work, and an agreement be ratified
whilst work was going on. The firewood
workers realised what the cessation of work
would mean, and made every endeavour to
conic to an agreement whilst going on with
their work. The firewood companies repre-
sentatives, however, told them distinctly
-that they would niot discuss the question of
wages or ternis for cutting under which
they were working. There is an other point
in connecetion with this. On several occa-
sions it has been asked why these, men did
not go to the Arbitration Court. It has been
agreed that their case c 'ould not be settled
by the court.. The greater proportion of
these firewood workers are not working for
wages. The companies have a concession
to run a -railway line through the bush. The
cutters obtain. a license to cut the wood and
-sell it to the firewood companies. Alt that
has taken place so far as this dispute is
concerned is that there is a disagreement
eover the price. That happens in the com-
mercial world every day in the week. It is
not a ease that can be settled by the court.
'The fact remains that the men had to cease
work. All the pressure 'that could be brought
-to bear on both parties has been brought to

hear on them, and on the Government as well
to induce them to move in the -matter. The
Government in the early stages did not
show themselves really alive to the position.
So far as the firewood companies and their
representatives are concerned, they consist
of some of the shrewdest business in in the
State, and in the previous disputes that have
occurred ,the firewood companies have come
out on top on every occasion. Simply by si tting
tight they have managed to pass on to the
mining companies whatever increase the men
have received. After they got nil they
could from the mining companies they began
to milk the Government, and to get better
terms from the Government, on the plea
that they could not possibly make the indus-
try pay under those. conditions. 'The in-
creases in the past have not been borne by
tile woodline companies, but by the mnining
companies, and by the, Government as com-
mot carriers. The position was possible in
this case, because the wood getting industry
is a key industry, or rather it is possible be-
cause they have control of the transport
connected with the industry. When the
transport in connection with an industry is
hanuded over to a private company this is
the kind of thing that is likely to occur.
Now we corn to the question of the causee
of the dispute. Many people merely sair
that there was a dispute on and that the
men had ceased work. The fact remains that
this has been working up for the last three
years, almost for the whole time that the
meon ware working under the agreement. The
old problem is again facing uis, and the re-
cent settlement sh ows where the real diffi-
culty lay, namely, in the increased cost of
living to those who are carrying on the in-
dustry. Some time ago the representatives
of the men and the companies met. After-
wards a statement was made by the mien,
and also by the PremiterI who was visiting
Kalgoorlie at the time, from the point of
view of the Government. A. representative
of the Chamber of Mines also made a state-
ment. So far as the wood companies are
concerned, after the others bad set out the
position, all they had to say was that they
noticed the negotiations had 'been con-
cluded. The representative of the wood ccm
panics stated that hie did not think any
good purpose could be served by making a
statement of the position at that juncture.
In times past the representatives of tie
wood companies merely had to sit tight,
knowing that pressure would be brought to
bear, and on account of the mining industry
suffering and the whole. of' the goldfields
and the industry being hung up, all they
had to do was to hold back, and someone
else would devise ways and means of getting
over the difficulty. That was what hap-
pened on this occasion. The Gocvernmnent
should take a lesson from, this by reason of
the fact that these weodline companies, be-
cause of their concessions, are in a position
periodically, when the agreements terminate,
to hang up the industry, as* has been done
Onl three oceasions previously. Whilst the
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preseat system exists and they arc allowed
this concession, that is liable to happen at
any time. The men on this occasion, when
they met the companies, mae a certain pro-
posal which has now been agreed to, I
understand, which shows that the real
difficulty was in regard to the in-
creased cost of living. That -was the
real cause of the present dispute. Several
weeks ago they said they were prepared to go
back under the old agreement so far as the
cutting rates were concerned, provided they
could be supplied with the necessities of life
at the rates existing in 1.916 when the pre-
vicus agreement was made. Until yesterday
the negotiations have been fruitless, as the
companies refused to agree to the terms. I
believe, however, that arrangements have
now been made whereby work will be con-
tinned under that offer. There is something
else which may be of use in the future, and
that is the fact that when the men proposed
to form a. co-partnership society for the cut-
ting of the wood and have it carried by the
Government, it became necessary to provide
horses %ad drays for the purpose. When
the mien first went about getting these things
they had good reason to believe that they
could obtain them, because they had so manny
offers to that effect. But it was found that
horses and drays were not to be obtained.
When big companies, such as these woodlie
companies operating on the Goldields,' start
out to luang up an industry there are no half
measures adopted; if they cannot do a thing
themselves they will stop anyone else from
doing it. So far as that industry is concerned,
we will have to be careful at the termination
of this agreement lest the same difficulty should
crop up, because the power has been given to
the firewood companies to hold up the in-
dustry, on the goldfields. I would have said
more on this matter, but for the fact that a
settlement has been arrived at. No end of
wealth has been lost to the community at
Kalgoorlie by reason of this cessation of
work. It is difficult to estimate how long it
will take for the people to get over this Toss.
It is the duty of the Government to en-
deavour to alter things so that it will be
impossible for the companies in the future
to hang up the industry as they have done
in the past. Since we are dealing with in-
dustrial matters, I would like to mention
another strike. A~s Sir Edward Wittenoom
says, it is a question which has to be faced,
and it is just as well faced in this Chamber,
because occasionally both sides should have
a say in the matter. Although Mr. Holmes
says he is prepared to give a fair deal to
everyone, I wish to point out that in those
matters the parties concerned are the parties
who say what they consider is a fair deal.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What is the Arbitra-
tion Court for?

Hon. H. MILLINGTON! I regret that
Mr. Holmes was not here when I mentioned
the fact that so far as the wood companies
are concerned this matter does not come
within the jurisdiction of the eonrt. The
men are working under the conditions

favoured by the hon. member. They are
piece workers and independent workers, get-
ting wood and selling it at a certain price
to the woodline companies. There has been
a disagreement over this price.

Ron. lI. J. Holmes: Would not the court
deal with it?

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: I do not think
the court can do so.

The Minister for Education: The reasoA
why it could not do so was because they
were not registered under the Act. -

Ho.. J. 4. Holmes: Whose fault is that?
Hon. H. MILLINGTON: They were in

this position: that if any other company
could geat a concession to run a railway line
anywhere in that direction they would be
just as much at liberty to sell their wood to
the one company as to another. Going from
the dispute which has been settled, and for
which settlemuent we are deeply thankful, to
the one that has not yet been settled-that
is the shipping strike-nnturally the people
who are suffering as a result of that strike
are not inclined to go deeply into the causes
thereof. They have cert ' ia facts manufac-
tured for them and they examine them each
morning at breakfast ana note that the sea-
men of Australia still refuse to listen to
reason, the reason, of course, being that they
still refuse to accept the point of view of
the other side.

Hon. R. .7. Lynn: They refuse to go to the
Federal Arbitration Court.

Hon. H-. TAELINOTON: I will come to
that shortly. in connection with this, Mr.
Walinc-te memnher for West Sydney who
took the place of Mr. W. M. Hughes when
ho deserted New South Wales and went to
flendigo'-dclivered a speech in the House
of Representatives on the 3rd July lost. Mr.
Wallace was well acquainted with all the
circumstances, and I would remind hon.
members he was speaking to men who knew
the position, and that gentleman would have
just as much chance of putting up a fictitious
case in the Federal Parliament as mny hon.
member would have in this House, which
would not be an easy matter. Therefore,
the statements he made were statements
which could be confirmed. He pointed out
that there were four points of grievance so
far as the dispute was concerned, and i~n
regard to two of them, and two important
ones, the Federal Court had not the power
to deal with them. That brings me to the
position set up by Sir Edward Wittenoom.
Why cannot the men continue to work and
settle their disputes while at work? The
Navigation Act was passed in 1912 or 1913,
and that Act made provision for better
accommodation for seamen on board ship.
Unfortunately, however, that Act has not
yet been proclaimed. It was considered an
urgent matter then, but for various reasons,
the Act, which would have dealt with at least
two points in regard to this dispute, never
received assent. It would have been possible,
under that Act to provide better accommoda-
tion for seamen, and Mr. Wallace in that re-
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gard pointed out, when dealing with this
question in the House of Representatives-

The sleeping accommodation is in some
eases not Ait for a clog. Imagine a man
turning into a bunk fift. by Sft. wide and
41t. between bunks, which is, as some one
has said, too big for a coffin and too small
for a grave.

Ifie made that statement in the House of
Representatives and it was not contradicted.
Mr. .Jowett, who followed Mr. Wallace, agreed
that the accommodation on the coastal
steamers, in many instances, was wretched.*
Again, another point in dispute is that of
compensation. The present Navigation Act,
which is not proclaimed, contains a provision
whereby seam en can he paid compensation
just as that -which workers on landl enjoy to-
day. Naturally we wvant to know why it is
that the seamen should not have the same
facilities, so far as compensation is concerned,
as those who work on shore?

Hon. R, J1. Lynn: Are you sure they have
not got it?

Ron. H. MfILLINGTONN: They have it to
a certain extent, but not to the f ullest ex-
tent. Mr. Wallace stated further in the
Houise of Representatives-

Should the judge of the Arbitration
Court make an award in the matter of
cotnpenisntion, it would prove null and void
if a seaman received his injury outside the
three mile limit, whereas if it were amended
as I have suggested, it would apply wher-
ever the ship might be. There are other
anomalies that require to be removed.

I just wish to point out that, in advising the
seamen to go to the Arbitration Court, it
would be all very well if any attempt had
been shown that there was a desire to provide
means whereby they could go to the court
and have their grievances redressed, because
it is not a question of wages altogether, it is
a question of conditions. The whole thing,
however, was argued Out in the House of
Representatives and there were many inter-
jections, end Mr. Wallace proved that the
Arbitration Court could not deal with two of
the main grievances so far as the m en were
concerned. Owing to the agitation on the
part of the seamen, provision was included
in the Navigation Act for the purpose of
regulating the conditions of the mn. Now,
however, six years having elapsed without the
Act having been proclaimed, the seamen have
lost respect for that constituted authority
which passed the measure.

lHon. J. Cornell: The shortage of shipping
is the only reason for net proclaimig that
Act.

Hon. H. MILjLTNOTON:- That reason no
longer exists, ft would mean a certain
amount of expense en the part of the ship-
ping companies to retodel their accommnoda-
tion. They still adhere to the idea that the
Oft, by Sft., which is too big for a coffin and
too small for a grave, is good enough for the
seamen. Then if a seaman by force of argu-
muent cannot induce a shipowner to improve
the condition;, he most adopt some other
means, and he is showing -that be is deter-

mined that the conditions which he requires
shall be brought into operation. The seamen
working tinder those impossible conditions,
which have been explainied, have a perfect
right, if there is no possibility of getting
what they require by constitutional nieans,
to have recourse to direct action such as has
been adopted.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The proclamation of
that Act will mean the exclusion of all but
Australian shipping on the Australian coast.

Eon.. H, MILLING TON: I quite under-
stand that. Even if that were so I pre-
suime that the Act, unlike the laws of
the Mledes and Persians, is not unal-
terable. Those who were -responsible for
it recognised that diifficulty, and I suppose it
was on that account that the Iperial
Government advied, that it should not be-
proclaitucd, but that there should bes some
law to regulate the conditions under which
the seamten were working. There is another-
matter which shows the attitude of the Fed-
eral Governuient towards the seamen and
which also shows how the men have exercised
patienice and forbearance. During the war
thjey were promised a bonus. They agitated
for that Lonus for 18 mnonths, and during-
that period they continued to work, because
they weri- told that the safety of the nation
dQeemld upon the seamen: and that on uo
acceunt must they cease work. They con-
tinued to work and continued to argue, and
at the end of. the 18 mouths it bar nened that
they argued too long, because immediately the,
Federal Government agreed to pay the bonus-
the armistice was signed and the men dlid not
get their bonus. So far as the present nego-
tiations are concerned, I ant not one of those-
u-Io supiport the extreme nmensures which are-
advocated by the secretary of the seamen 's
unon. At the same time, not knowing Mr.
Walsh, I cannot assume what his point of
view is, and I am net going to apologise for-
him or excuse hint. But I can say that I do
not believe in those methodls. In the first
place, I do not believe iii them because,
fromt my ptoint of view, T do not tltink they
ate successfual, and I do nut believe in. adopt-
ig methods which are not likely to bring

about the result which is desired. My experi-
ence of negotiations is that, instead of miak-
ing a statement as Mr. Walsh has done, and
if reports are true, such as the president of
that organisation is reported in this morn-
iag 's paper to have ins te-fromn the point
of view of negotiating between the two par-
ties, that is exactly the method to adopt if
you do not desire to achieve success. To nmake
a statemntt that you are going to compel a-
man to do somiething at the time you are try-
ing to persuade him to do that which you
wish htim to do, will not bring about success.
The sc-auten have beeni particularly long saif-
:fering and TI(do not think for one moment
that the asitators who are given all the
credit for bringing ahout the dispute had
nearly as ninel to do with it as the people
are prepared to give them credit for. I he-
have that it was the eon ditiong under which
tht- nten were working which were responsible
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and the fact that the law did not provide
means for getting over the difficulty. It is
the men themselves who are standing out now
because they are determined to get what they
are after. They are now standing out, as
we have been told, because they are being in-
cited by agitators. The claims of these men
are so just that if the negotiations were car-
ried out in a more practical manner, I am
confidlent that a settlement would have been
arrived at before to-day. T have been told
also there is a difficulty in regard to the
Director of Shipping, and that had it not
been for him, and the autocratic attitude he
has adopted, it would have been possible for
the companies to have settled the dispute
themselves. Be that as it may, to those who
say we should adopt constitutional methods I
say also, if we are to have courts clothed
with power to settle disputes, we must see
that they have full power, and that there
sal-l not be cnses such as these which tribu-
nals shall not be competent to settle I. Before
mnon axe advised to go to a court it should
be established that the court has power to
deal fiily with their case. There was another
industrial dispute in New South Wales. This
is a matter again uipon which there has been
a good deal of misrepresentation. Mr. Lynn
will be interested because it concerns' coal
mining. The coal miners, after going on
strike, had their case decided by Judge
Edmonds and an award was given which was
to operate during the war. Under its terms,
the men received an advance and the core-
pan ics were allowed to charge Ss. per ton in
consideration of the advance in wages, but
with this proviso-the men had to agree to
continue tinder that award during the period
of the war and the companies were under au
obligation to have their books examined by
the Commonwealth Auditor to see that the 3s.
advance was justified. During the currency
of this award, the men ceased work and im-
mediately there was an outcry that the muen
badl broken their agreement by so doing.
They knew that under the agreement thle
companies were doing particularly well and,
as business men, they considered they were
entitled to soine of the spoils., The corn-
ponies were doing so well that they refused
to submit their books to the Commonwealth
Auditor and the men said that the eomnpanies,
having broken their part of the agreement,
they wore justified in breaking theirs. To
show% that the coinpallies were not' exactly,
starving during that time, the share list of
several givesq evidence. In the -case of the
Newcastle mnine the shares advanced from
100s. to 165s. during the currency of this
agreement. From that it does not look as if
the companies were on the verge of hank-
ruptcy. The Newcastle-Wallsen d advanced
front 160s. to 275s. and there are others
which made similar upward moves. The men
were justified in seeing that thd companies
kept to their part of the agreement. When
the me,, had to keep their part of it, surely
the companies should not be absolved; yet
all the blame was thrown upon the miners.
The Commonwealth Commissioner for Texts-

tion ill a report published in the daily Press
on the 21st December last stated-

By far the most profitable concerns in
Australia were the mines of New South
Wales'which produced 151 per cent, profit
to capital in war time as against 54 per
cent, in pre-war days.

There. is an instance of another dispute which
evokes no end of criticism from upper circles.

Ron. R. J. Lynn: Did the men get still
more and did the companies charge still more
after that?

Honl. HI. MILLINGTON: When it comes to
a business deal, the men have no possible hope
hecause the crowd that do not toil canl spin
a pretty good yarn, and they find ways and
means of bluffing even the Commonwealth
Commissioner of Taxation. This is fast
becoming a part of the stock~in-trado of coin-
panics; how to bluff the publio and so
arrange things that their real profits are not
disclosed. It is becoming a fine art. For the
benefit of Mr. Lynn, I will read an extract
from the ''Arguse' of 19th J!une of this
year. That paper reallises that the profits
which are being made are becoming a source
of considerable dissension among the general
public and tenders the following advice to
companlies-

In business circles the tendency is grow-
ing to add to capital account some portion
of reserve fund, which in most cases re-
presents the undivided profits of a series
of years. Such a transfer increasis the
solidity of the institutions concerned by
imparting permanence to what may be an
important asset from the point of view of
the creditors. Bly eapitallising reserves used
in the conduct of a business, its real earn-
ing capacity can be better disclos ed, and
dividends to shareholders can be distri-
buted without exciting the envy of less
affluent members of the community.

That is how they do it. Dividends can be
distributed without exciting the envy of the
less affluent members of the. community.
There is a touch of smug patriotism about
this-

In times of general unrest it is unde-
sirable to create the impression of profit-
eiering.

ll. R. .1. Lynn: Is that from the "'Work-
er"?

Ron. H. MILLINGTON: It is the' "Argus"
that advises the general community to work
harder and advises these that advertise with
them how to fool the men they have just
advised to work harder. The harder the
worker toils, the more they put the caue onl
him, and use their short-handled whip to
prevent him fromn noticing how he is being
fooled. This advice would have been more
effective in the form of a circular to the
Chamber of Commerce telling them not to
he so foolish as to flout their big dividends
in the faces of the less affluent portions of
the community. It should have been a secret
memorandum to the real big people of Aus-
tralia telling them not to incense those they
are profiteering and robbing. When people
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talk about general unrest and say they have
a panacea for industrial ills, these are Ties-
tionb which will have to be faced. Instead
of telling mna to work harder, improved
methods in industrialism will have to he
adopted. This "hard work" advice has in-
terested me very much lately. I have been
taking stock of the advisers of the ''hurry
up'' policy. Mr. Piliington, R.C., member
for Perth, recently made a statement, af
which great notice was taken. The ''Daily
News" did him the honour of writing a lead.
ing article dealing with his remarks. This
is what he said-

We must set to work and produce com-
modities of which there is an awfl short-
age.
Hon. J. Cornell: Fancy Pilkington work-

ing.
HIon. H. MILLINGTON: Fancy the energy

he would put into it. It reminds me of the
old quip, ''ISee how we pull!''" as the fly said
to the oxen. Mr. Pilkington continued-

If you are loafing you must stop it at
once and work. The task is a heavy one.

I can imagine how he feels it. He is
an optimist, too. There is work to be done
and lie is sure he can find men to do it.

The task is a heavy one, but not one
that we cannot meet if we choose by
patient work and economy. If we do
what we ought and can do it quickly and
cheerfuilly we can bear the burden, but,
if we contin,,e to loaf and spend capital
as we are doing to-day, we will find the
burden will become intolerable.

The ''Daily News'' comments on this ad-
viee-''Mr. Pilkington is unquestionably
right." He has solved the problem-mnre
work. The Minister for Education got in
well ahead of Mr. Pilkington. Some years
ago hie advised me to tell the workers of this
country that if they wanted to save during
war time they would have to work harder
and longer hours and for less pay during the
war period.

Hon. 5.-S. Holmes: Your Government cut
down hours and pay.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: They did not cut
down the rate per hour. Lloyd George,' in
the Old Country, gave similar advice. Hes
is satisfied someone has to work harder.
Mr. Hoover has now come on the scene. He
says the worker must work harder, and Mr.
flehy, of New South Wales, who used to
work at one time, says the way out of the
difficulty is hard work. Mr. Holmes got in
rather late this afternoon, but he also
voiced the same sentiment.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: What does Tom Walsh
say?

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: I am not ac-
quainted with him, but after close associa-
tion with the shipping combines, I fear he
has become demoralised and does not work.
All the large newspapers throughout Aus-
tralia, like the ''Argus,'' tender sound ad-
vice to their readers as to a way out of the
difficulty, and that advice is to make the
other fellow work. Hard work is the solu-
tion. This ''hard wvork'' doctrine interests

me immensely. I am trying to show that
the policy of telling the other fellow to work
hard is not the only policy to be adopted if
we are to overcome the problem. Take the
farmer. My experience is that the farmer
works hard-CGod knows he works pretty
long hours. Hut if he fails I do rot think
anybody suggests that it was because hie did
not work hard enough. As a fact, the diffi-
culty, often is that the fanner has worked
too hard, but has not worked in the right
direction. There has been a lack of method
and organisation about his work. Take the
big businesses in this city. Is it suggested
that those businesses are organised by every-
body flyin~g about with his coat off and hav-
ing a busy appearance and earning the repu-
tation of being a hard worker! In my
opinion, misdirected energy is the trouble,
rather than lack of energy. My experience
is that when a concern is not paying, thle
best method is not to rush round and tell
everybody to get a wriggle on. On the other
band, it is for those who are directing the
concern to find out where the trouble occurs.
If the worker is not being put effectively
to work, thent surely it is up to the top dog,
the captain of industry, to devise better
and more effective means of directing the
energies of the community. I do not think
it can be claimed that Australian industry
is organised on anything like scientific lines.
There is huge waste in Australian industry,
not only as regards production, butt particu-
larly as regards distribution. L-A me give
an illustration. I worked in a mine on the
eastern goldlfields, and the treatment cost
per ton on that mine was, roughly, 30s. The
mine was worked into such a state that it
could not possibly pay. Either there had to
be a revolution in methods of treatment
and in methods of management, or the mine
would have to close down. How would that
mine have got on if the manager had merely
run round putting the spur into the workers
to do miore? It would have closed down
teli or 15 years ago. That, however, was
not the course the manager adopted. Tn
our gold mines we have one instance-
there may be more, probably there are-of
Australian industry being organised on the
most scientific methods. The gold mining
industry of Western Australia, I believe, can
compare with gold mining under similar con-
dlitions in auy other part of the world. For
instance, at Cripple Creek, in America,
there is similar ore to that found at Kal-
goorlie, and the treatment costs in Kalgoor-
lie are no higher than those at Cripple
Creek. I would like to believe we are as
up to date in regard to other industries as
we are in regard to gold mining. In the
case of the mine I refer to, the whole of the
plant was remodelled-at a considerable
cost, I will admit-and the treatment cost
then fell from 30s. per ton to 20s. The mine
is still working to-day on very low-grade
ore. I should say that those wrho provide
the brains of industry in Australia had bet-
ter endeavour to dcyise ways and means of
effectively putting men to work and bring-
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lag our industries into line with those in
other parts of the world. I believe also that
the time has come when those working in
our industries must be given more say as to
the manner in which the industry is con-
ducted. For instance, the present trouble in
the shipping industry might have been ob-
viated had the employers shown more con-
sideration in regard to the conditions under
which the men work. But they absolutely
refused to listen. They had men working
under conditions which would be eventually
destructive of self-respect, and, naturally, the
breaking strain has been reached. If we are
to have industrial peace in Australia, more
consideration will have to be shown on the
part of the employing class than there has
been in the past. The dilfficulty is that the
employers will not realise the problem. They
will not believe that men are dissatisfied.
with their conditions until something
desperate. happens, and then the mis-
chief is done. If the employers de-
voted more time to dealing with the
causes of strikes than to suggesting to Gov-
ernmnents and strong bodies to come along
and deal -with the workers who have got out
of hand, we would -have more industrial
peace and prosperity here. I have not this
evening dealt with our old friend the pro-
fiteer. I have refrained from doing so not
because the subject is threadbare. The
profiteer takes good care that the subjeU
does not grow threadbare, fo-r he provides
fresh instances every day. Whatever there
may have been in the way of slowing down
in Australia, theT Australian pro-fiteer has
nut slowed down. The difficulty is that
where production is cheap those who nedd
the product unfortunately cannot' obtain it
except at an exorbitant price. Here again,
if we are to make it possible for industry
to exist we shall have to find better methods
of distribution. That is also the case in
other coufttries where industry is. supposed
to be organised on the most scientific lines.
In the American boot trade, by instituting
the Taylor card system the- cost of produc-
tion was kept down to the very lowest point,
and undoubtedly boots were produced more
cheaply. But as a result there was over-
production1 and the cost of distribution went
up to such an extent that the article,
although produced at a less cost, was sold
at a higher price than ever to the general
community. The user of the goods requires
them at a reasonable price, and i 's entitled
to get them at a reasonable price. Where
high cost and over-production exist simnl-
teneously, there is something -radically wrong
with the system. So much for the hard
work view. I do not go too much on this
bard work theory, and I think it is about
time that those who supply the brains, the
captains of industry, should devise imp-roved
methods not only of production but particdi-
larly of distribution. One other matter I
Wish to refer to, because it was tonehea on
by Mr. Lynn in his very brenzy speech. He
spoke as a democrat, but acted in quite a
different character. It is most remarkable

howr people are prepared to take credit for
something that has been done, as for in-
stance the fact that in the Commonwealth
every citizen has a right to vote for a repre-
sentative in the Commonwealth Parliament.
Mr. Lynn said that everyone in this State
has the right to vote. I asked him whether
he considered that rigkt; and, seeing that
he. might be led into a trap, he warily re-
quired me to give notice of the question.
Mr. Lynn has not yet answered the ques-
tion, for the simple reason. that if he is
going to give credit in this respect to any-
body it means that hie approves of that
franchise. -He does not, in fact, believe that
every Australian citizen should have equal
voting power for representatives in the Par-
lianment of the country, As regards this
Chamber, I do not know whether it is in-
ferred that I am one of those who came here
to cur-se and remained to bless. I have every
respect -for the members who compose this
House, and I would like to see them better
employed than in allegedly reviewing some-
thing that takes place in another Chamber
particularly when, as Mr. Saniderson points
out, the reviewing has, to be done at half-
past three in the morning at the very close
of the session. The only things which in
fact we do review are those in the nature
of coneessious to the 'ocher fellow who has
not a vote for this Chamber. Mr. Holmes
took credit for altering certain provisions
sent forward by the Legislative Assembly.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: No. I took credit on
behalf of the House..

Hon. HT. MILLINGTON. I did, not mea
personally. The hon. mnember was paying
this Council a tribute for liberalising certain
legislation that earns here from the other
place. I say candidly that in view of the
present constitution of the Legislative As-
sembly we are absolutely as democratic as
the other House is. I ant making no mistake
about that. In deed, I consider there is more
chance of obtaining a fair deal for a demo-
cratic proposal in this House, if a good case
is put up, than there is .in the Legislative
Assembly as at present constituted. .Those

who are seat to another place hold exactly
the same views as Mr. Lynn, and they re-
gard this Chamber as something that is
going to save thew in case the revolutionary
Labour party happen to get into office. Any
sort . of Government will do-we know
another place is not particular in regard tW
te personnel of Governments--so long as

it is not a Labour Government.
Hon. R. 5. Lynn: it does not matter about

the Labour party, but about the red-raggers.
Hon. H. MILLINGTON: There are some

red-raggers on the other side too. It means
that while this House is constituted as it is,
the old conservative section of the community
has control of the affairs of the State, and I
can understand their point of view; they do
not want to abolish it. But I cannot under-
stand, from the point of view of the general
community, why they refuse to adopt the
Labour party's belief that one House is suffi-
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dient to administer the affairs of the State.
I still agree with Mr, Sanderson that we in
Australia are over-governed. I also believe
that the general community believes that,
too, I find that on account of the somewhat
farcical manner in which the Parliaments of
the States are conducted, the dual Chamber
business, there is growing up in the minds of
the citizens a suspici. on of' politicians of all
classes. The Press of this country has taught
the people to view the labour politician with
suspicion, and now an attempt is being made
to discredit all politicians. I find that in re-
gard to industrial matters the belief is be-
coming mnore general that there is no possi-
bility of getting redress by political action.
What does this mean? It means that if the
people have no confidence in the politicians,
they have no confidence in the Parliament or
in the Government. So the discrediting of
the Labour politician is now beginning to re-
nct upon all parties and I believe that State
Parliaments are becoming unpopular and
that a move, such ns will probably he made
by Mr. Sanderson in the near future for a
system of unification, will find considerable
support. As a matter of fact the Labour
party have decided that their policy shall be
oue House federally and a, reconstruction of
the State Parliaments. fIn reference to the
Bill, I do not think the Goverinnent disclose
their idea of what is ineant by electoral re-
forni. It will be the same as that held by
Mr. Sanderson. It is probably some small
amendment of the Act. A considerable diffi-
culty arose some 12 months ago in estimating
just what the household qualification amounts
to. We tried to get a definition of the term.
There was no difficulty in the metropolitan
area, but the difficulty in regard to the gold-
fields was very considerable. We find there
that householders, some of them fathers of
big families, are living in houses that do
not represent the rental value of household
qualification, and in consequence they are
disfranchised. I should like to know whether
this House, representing the taxpayersI in-tends that such a man is entitled to vote.
Also, men. living in those houses are men
who, if working in the metropolitan area,
wotild certainly be occupying houses which
would entitle them to vote. It is only on
account of the flimsy structure of goiddields
houses that they do not represent the quali-
fying rental value. in South Australia,
the Act provides for a definite household
q~alificatien. If we could get over the diffi.-
culty we should relieve much heart-burning.
Our Act should be amended in such a way
as to define the qualification for a house-
holder. I refuse to get people into trouble
by putting them on the roll in order that
they mnight assist me into Parliament, when
there is a doubt as to their qualification. We
have a law which the Chief Electoral Officer
does not understand and will not give a
ruling upon. Neither will the Crown Law
authorities rule upon it. The only way to
secure a ruling is to get into trouble and
comle before- a resident magistrate, which is
not too satisfactory. People are so nervous

that many of them who really have the quali-
fication refuse to go on the roll. A reign of
terror existed up there during the last elec-
tion. I1 should not care to go through it
again. I am not going to bother my head
about getting people on the roll where there
is any doubt whatever as to their qualifica-
tion. It is the duty of Parliment to say
definitely who are entitled to go on the roll1
and not leave it to the discretion of the in-
dividual, Several Bills are down for intro-
duction, but despite the existing great dis-
satisfaction in regard both to the State Ar-
bitration Act and the Workmen's Compens-
tion Act we are not promised an amendment
oft either measure. Yet this is supposed to
be a time when we should be discussing ways
and means of getting over our difficulties
and promoting a more amicable feeling
between the workers and the employers.
During the war we were asked not to deal
with contentious matters or party questions.
Arbitration, it would seem, is a party ques-
tion not to be discussed during war time.
The war is over new. A good deal of the
existing difficulty is due to the fact that cur-
taim, of these social and industrial questions
have heen too long deferred. So important a
question as arbitration should be faced by
the Government during this session. In re-
gard to workers' compensation, under the ex-
isting Act certain disabilities lie on the em-
ployee who has been injured. Ils has not
the same redress as the employer. An amend-
ment should be introduced, giving the em-
ployee the same right as the employer to sue
for a settlement. At present the employee
has to go cap in hand to the employer and
accept what may be offered him, unless he is
prepared to take progress payments extend-
ing over a number of years. Every employee
who is injured has to face this diffic-ulty,
whilst all the time the insurance company
can put the screw on him and demand its
own terms. If hon. members really wish to
see the arbitration law observed in this State
they will have to make it a law which, in the
opinion of workers, is reasonable and prac-
titable. As a matter of fact the suspicion
with which the Arbitration Court is viewed
is now so great that every endeavour is being
madle by the unions to become registered as
Federal organisations in order that they may
approach the Federal Arbitration Court.
Also, a difficulty has recently arisen in ref-
erence to awards of the State court. In
May the moulders were awarded a basic wage
of 10s. 66., and in July the engieers were
awarded a basic wage of I Is. Where do the
tmnoulders. come in? I expect they will have
to take direct action to get the same terms
as the engineers. The re is amongst the
workers a general impressionr that if arbi-
tration is to be Successful and equitable there
will have to be adopted some method where-
by awards can be varied where it can be
shown that, for instance, within two mionths
the Judge of the same court awards an addi-
tional 6d. per day basic wage on aecoutnt of
the increase in cost of living. Either arbi-
tration as a method for settling disputes will
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be absolutely discredited or it Will have to
be revised. I have endeavoured to deal with
what I regard to be the most important ques-
tion of all, a question which has to be settled
throughout the world, namely, the adjust-
mnent of our great industrial problems. I am
confident that if a determined effort is made
and consideration shown by both parties,
the problem, great as it is, will not be found
insuperable,

Hon. H. CARSON\ (Central):- I wish to
join with other members in expressing my
deep regret at the ]oss of our late President,
and I wish also to congratulate you, Sir, on
having received the unanimous support ofi
this House as President. We have listened
to sonme interesting speeches, and at the risk
of repeating sonic of the remarks of hion.
members I desire to say a few words. It is
the duty of every representative of the
people to endeavour to find some way out of
the difficult problems facing us to-day. We
are living in stressful times. How often has
it been- said that things can. never be the
same again after the war! During this war,
fortatnately for the great Empire of which
we formn a part, the people of the Empire
learnt how interdependent each section of the
community was to the other. It would(t he
good for us as a people if we realised that,
and endeavoured to solve our problems along
the same lines. We arc all naturally alarmed
at the position of affairs to-day because of
the unrest aand turmoil and strikes. There
must be great changes in the industrial
world, and every endeavour should be made
to bring about those changes on constitu-
tional. lines. As pointed out to-night, it is
imperative that some schemie should be
availed- of whereby capital and labour may
work amicnhly together. If that is not
brought about we shall have chaos and no
progress whatever, and we will never be able
to adjust our affairs. Men 's foolishness is
causing a great deal of suffering to-day, and
will cause very mnuch more if we continue to
be as foolish as we have been in the past.
There are three things which will have to be
done if this State and the Commonwealth are
to be lifted out of their difficulties. The first
essential is that we shouldl have strong Gov-
ernments, Governments which will, after the
laws are made by the representatives of the
people, see that those laws are obeyed.
Everyone has to work and produce wealth,
but ways and means must also be found for
a more equitable distribution of wealth and
the proceeds of industry. One way in which
we are going to have industrial peace is by
letting labour have more say in the control
of, our iindustrial-affairs, It would be ad-
visable, in the interests of those who control
and reap the benefit of those industries con-
cerned, if they appointed representatives of
labour to their directorates, so that these
lnight have some voice in the administration
and the carrying on of the indlustries.

Hon. J. Cornell: If there was mere mutual
trust there would be less suspicion.

Hon. Hi. CARSON: President Wilson said,
in regard to international affairs, that all the

cards must he laid i the table. So must it
be with industrial affairs. Men must know
how things are being carried on. As Mr.
Cornell has interjected, this would tend to
remove suspicion. We would then find that
we should make progress. In Australia we
have a great and glorious country. If we
-were to solve the problem of bringing capital
and labour more together we would make even
greater progress. A good deal has been said
about the Arbitration Court. I was never
favourably impressed by it. The Wages
Board would be a much better system both
for the worker and employer. We need only
refer to Victoria as an instance, for there
the Wages Board is in operation. There are
fewer strikes in that State than in any other
portion of the Comm ionwealth. That is largely
because of the Wages Boards, an~d the fact
rhat representatives of the employers. and
employees talk over their difficulties and dif-
ferences around tme table. The people wYho
have wealth in Australia must irealise that
they have to pay for this war. Their wealth
has been saved to them, and also freedom has
been saved to thein and to us, by our valiant
soldiers. As pointed out, our soldiers must
be assisted to gaini a comfortable livelihooel.
Oar difficulties in regard to the high cost
of living are mainly traceable to the war.
'When we remember that over 11 million of
producers of wealth have been killed in this
conflict, somewhere about the same umnber
incapacitated, and probably a similar number
have been producing wealth for the purpose
of destruction, we ran only expect great sor-
row and difficulties. We have read in the
Speech that it is the Covernument's. intention
to introduce a Bill for the fixing of. prices.
It is not necessary to say munch en that sub-
ject at present, a more fitting time being
when the Bill is before us. Mr. Kirwan, lMr.
Holmes, anid several other members have
pointed out that it may be a very dangerous
thing, and I am quite sure it is not going to
he the panacea for our ills in this respect.
Something must he done to stop profiteering.
There is nothing too severe for men in this
stage of our history, and after such a con-
flict, who profiteer. We know it was being
done even while the late great struggle was
going on. I was very pleased that Mr. Kir-
wan referred to our base nmetal industry and
the attitude of the Commonwealth Govern-
meat. That attitude is most unfederal, seeing
that they compelled the mine owners to send
their ores to the Eastern States for treat-
meat. This has paralysed the base metal-
industry, more particularly the lead industry
of the Northampton district. There is a
comnpany in that district which owns the rich-
est lead. mine in Australia. Tt could have
exported to one of the Allies of Britain its
lead, which is a 75 per cent, proposition, at
very remunerative rates, had it been allowed
to dou so. The extra cost of sending this ore
to the Eastern States, however, made it un-
profitable, and the mine has been closed down
and 300 men at least have been thrown out
of employment. 1. hope the Government will
do all they can to induce the Federal Govern-
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went to allow free exp~rt of base metals.
The Premier, for whom I have the greatest
respect and admiration-and have always had
that against considerable opposition-in my
opinion made a mistake in the formation of
his Ministry. I]. do -not take exception to the
ability of those who f ona the present Gov-
ernment1 for I think we have one of the
strongest Cabinets we have ever had in West-
emn Australia, I do, however, take exception
to the fact that no representative of the
northern portion of the State is a member
of the Executive.

Hon. J1, Cornell: We have none from the
goldfields either.

Hon. H. CARSON: I realise more and more
every dlay that this huge State, especially
under present conditions, will not be de-
veloped satisfactorily when our Executive is
fornied of men wrho come from practically
one province.

Hon. 3. Cornell:- It is nearly all a Nor-
them Government.

Hon, H. CARSON: The feeling is evident
in my province that there is too much can-
tralisation, and there are some grounds for
it. If we had a representative of one of the
northern constituencies in the Cabinet it
woulld allay that feeling to somne estent.
The Premier is keen on developing the South-
West and I think he is right, but this should
not be done to the detriment of any other
portion of the State. The Government are
buying up mauy estates in the South-West,
and I do not know that any offers have been
refused. This is not so in the Geraldton
district. There we have had estates offered
to the Government but they have been re-
fused. This mnay be because, in the op .inion
of the hoard, the estates were not satisfac-
tory for the repa~triation of our soldiers, but
the Government should endeavour to secure
land even if they have to resume it by arbi-
tration. There are many, men in our district
who are desirous of settling on the land but
are Linable to secure suitable holdings. When
speaking on the high cost of living, I forgot
to mention that the citizens of Western Aiis-
tralia are not doing all that they mi ght do.
There are many people who are paying 3s.
4d. a bag for imiported oatmeal. We have,
imported to this State £28,000 worth of oat-
meal and at the same time have been export-
ing oats to the Eastern States. I think we
should do more -regarding our local produc-
tion. -We had hnge stacks of wheat here, and
if that had been crushed into meal and used
in the same way as oatmeal it would have
been a good thing for Western Australia.

Hon. J. Niehuson: There are plenty of oats,
too.

Hon. H. CARSON: If that had been done
oatmeal would have cost Is. a bag instead
of 3s. 4d. I congratulate the Minister for
Edncation upon establishing his correspond-
ence classes for children in the country who
are unable to get to the schools. This is a
very fine move, anid I am pleased that so
many are availing themselves of it. We have
'to try to reduce the cost of government. I
believe the people think it is about time that

members of both H-ouses were reduced in
number. I 't is also high time we had a re-
distribution of seats.

Hon. J. Cornell: There is room for im-
provement. in the Public Service.

Hon. H1. CARSON: Go-operation is going
to do much to lift us out of our present diffi-
culties, and the Government should do all
they can to encourage the movement. I have,
however, a complaint against sonmc of the
leaders of the Labour party. Of course I
desire to see my fellows improve their posi-
tion. There are leaders of the Labour p'arty
who have tried to put one section against
another. This is most unfortunate, though
probably in many cases they line had good
reason for doing so, because there are some
employers about whom you cannot say things
that are bad enough. But if we adopt a
mohre conciliatory attitude things must im-
prove. I realise too, that if the co-operative
movement were more largely adopted, it
would be to the advantage of the workers.
Co-operation creates a greater interest in one
another's welfare and that is one of the
best features of the movement. Then of
course there is the immense advantage in the
saving which is brought about, and that, to-
gether with the feeling of good fellowship
which it creates, makes it something that is
very desirable. I am pleased to have had
the opportunity of saying these few words.
I realise we are living in troublous times
but I hope that some means will be evolved
whereby industrial problems will, in the
future, be promptly settled.

On motion by lRon. J. Cornell debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.5 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-RAILWA-Y CONSTRUCTION,
WAROONA TO LAIKE CLIFTON.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is-the Public Works Department
constructing a railway line from Waroona to
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